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 The Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

April 20, 21 & 24, 2024 
 

 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty, everlasting God, Your Son has assured forgiveness of sins and 
deliverance from eternal death.  Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that 
our faith in Christ may increase daily and that we may hold fast to the 
hope that on the Last Day we shall be raised in glory to eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The Lord Jesus is “the good shepherd” who “lays down his life for the 
sheep” (John 10:11). His life is not taken from Him, but He lays it down 
willingly, of His own accord, because He knows and loves the sheep. As 
the One sent by the Father, He has the “authority to lay it down” and 
the “authority to take it up again” (John 10:18). So has He done, and now 
He continues to love and serve as the Good Shepherd of the sheep by 
the voice of His Gospel. He thus calls all people into the fold of His 
Church, so that there may be “one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16). 
That is why the apostles “were teaching the people and proclaiming in 
Jesus the resurrection from the dead” (Acts 4:2). Since “there is salvation 
in no one else,” His voice rings out to this day through the preaching of 
His name, “for there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). His voice comforts our hearts 
against all condemnation and gives us courage to “love one 
another” and “to lay down our lives for the brothers,” as He laid down His 
life for us (1 John 3:16, 23). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 
In praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
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Repeat their song of glory here: 
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
2 Eternal is the gift He brings, 

Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Now still He comes to give us life 
And by His presence stills all strife. 
Christ has triumphed! He is living! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
3 O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

Set heart and will on things above 
That we conquer through Your triumph; 
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day 
That by our lives we truly say: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Stand 
 

 4 Adoring praises now we bring 
And with the heav’nly blessèd sing: 
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
Be to the Father and our Lord, 
To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
All the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 

 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b 

P  I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

C  The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 

P  He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters. 

C  He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake. 

P  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff, they comfort me. 

C  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 

P  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
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as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood 
set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of 
all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the 
Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened 
from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy 
Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may 
know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He 
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

First Reading Acts 4:1–12 
 1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the 
captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 
2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And they 
arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it 
was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the 
word believed, and the number of the men came to about five 
thousand. 
 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered 
together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas 
and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. 7And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, 
“By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, 9if we are being examined today concerning a good deed 
done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been 
healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of 
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is 
standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is 



 

6 

 

no other name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem – Adult Choir – “Sheep May Safely Graze” (8:00) 

 
Epistle 1 John 3:16–24 

 16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone 
has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes 
his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure 
our heart before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, 
God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 
21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 
confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from 
him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases 
him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 
commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his commandments abides in 
him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, 
by the Spirit whom he has given us. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel John 10:11–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not 
a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares 
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nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own 
and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have 
other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and 
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have 
received from my Father.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

1 The King of love my shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever. 

 
2 Where streams of living water flow, 

My ransomed soul He leadeth 
And, where the verdant pastures grow, 
With food celestial feedeth. 

 
3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid 
And home rejoicing brought me. 

 
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 

With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. 

 
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
6 And so through all the length of days 

Thy goodness faileth never; 
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Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy house forever! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 & 8:00) 
Anthem – Adult Choir – “Amazing Grace” (8:00) 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound 
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying 
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary 
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
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Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant 
us peace. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the 
service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in 
doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline 
in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those 
who need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when 
he approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, 
highly diluted wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the 
cup of water). Please tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. 
 
Distribution Hymns 

 
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

1 Crown Him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless king 
Through all eternity. 

 
2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son, 

The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
Which now His brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic rose, 
Yet of that rose the stem, 
The root whence mercy ever flows, 
The babe of Bethlehem. 
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3 Crown Him the Lord of love. 
Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky 
Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes 
At mysteries so bright. 

 
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, 

Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, 
Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring 
And lives that death may die. 

 
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 

Enthroned in worlds above, 
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 
The wondrous name of Love. 
Crown Him with many crowns 
As thrones before Him fall; 
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
For He is king of all. 

Text: Public domain 

 
740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

1 I am Jesus’ little lamb, 
Ever glad at heart I am; 
For my Shepherd gently guides me, 
Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, 
Even calls me by my name. 

 
2 Day by day, at home, away, 

Jesus is my staff and stay. 
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 
Into pleasant pastures leads me; 
When I thirst, He bids me go 
Where the quiet waters flow. 

 
3 Who so happy as I am, 

Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 
And when my short life is ended, 
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By His angel host attended, 
He shall fold me to His breast, 
There within His arms to rest. 

Text: Public domain 

 
864 Shepherd of Tender Youth 

1 Shepherd of tender youth, 
Guiding in love and truth 
Through devious ways; 
Christ, our triumphant king, 
We come Your name to sing 
And here our children bring 
To join Your praise. 

 
2 You are the holy Lord, 

O all-subduing Word, 
Healer of strife. 
Yourself You did abase 
That from sin’s deep disgrace 
You so might save our race 
And give us life. 

 
3 You are the great High Priest; 

You have prepared the feast 
Of holy love; 
And in our mortal pain 
None calls on You in vain; 
Our plea do not disdain; 
Help from above. 

 
4 O ever be our guide, 

Our shepherd, and our pride, 
Our staff and song. 
Jesus, O Christ of God, 
By Your enduring Word 
Lead us where You have trod; 
Make our faith strong. 

 
5 So now, and till we die, 

Sound we Your praises high 
And joyful sing: 
Infants and all the throng, 
Who to the Church belong, 
Unite to swell the song 
To Christ, our king! 

Text: Public domain 
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Stand 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what 

He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His 
name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in 
joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe 
1 O little flock, fear not the foe 

Who madly seeks your overthrow; 
Dread not his rage and pow’r. 
And though your courage sometimes faints, 
His seeming triumph o’er God’s saints 
Lasts but a little hour. 

 
2 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs 

To Him who can avenge your wrongs; 
Leave it to Him, our Lord. 
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes, 
His Gideon shall for you arise, 
Uphold you and His Word. 

 
3 As true as God’s own Word is true, 

Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew 
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Against us shall prevail. 
Their might? A joke, a mere facade! 
God is with us and we with God— 
Our vict’ry cannot fail. 

 
4 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer; 

Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare, 
Fight for us once again! 
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise 
A mighty chorus to Thy praise 
Forevermore. Amen. 

Text: Public domain 
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the 
students entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students 
and families to your prayer list. 
 
April Prayers 
 

Week of April 1st   

• Gabriel Zuniga 

• Nate Vanic 

• Elias Robledo 
 
Week of April 8th  

• Luciana & Vincent Lemus 

• Skye Verstegen 

• Brixton Roeh 
 
Week of April 15th  

• Alaina Lindsay 

• Loraina Violetta 

• Lark & Abram Roerdink 
 
Week of April 22nd  

• Isaiah, Addyson, Emma & Nora Niles 

• Faith & Piper Payne 

• Ziva Payne 
 
Week of April 29th  

• Emerson Powell 

• Theodore Radloff 
 


