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 The Third Sunday of Easter  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

April 13, 14 & 17, 2024 
 

 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love You and 
worthily magnify Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The risen Lord Jesus taught His disciples “that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead” and “that repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations” (Luke 24:46–47). Therefore, St. Peter preaches repentance and 
forgiveness to the people of Jerusalem. As he proclaims that Jesus 
fulfilled all that “God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets” (Acts 
3:18), he also convicts the people of their sin, because they “delivered 
over and denied” this Lord Jesus and “killed the Author of life.” Yet 
God “glorified his servant Jesus” and raised Him from the dead (Acts 
3:13–15). St. Peter calls the people to repent, so that their “sins may be 
blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord” (Acts 3:19–20). Through this forgiveness of sins and by faith in this 
forgiveness, the Father shows His love for us in order that “we should be 
called children of God; and so we are” (1 John 3:1). Thus, we hope in 
Him and are made pure even “as he is pure,” because “he appeared in 
order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin” (1 John 3:3, 5). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
825 Rise, Shine, You People 

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 
Our human story; God in Him is centered. 
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 
With grace unbounded. 

 



 

2 

 

2 See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; 
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 
All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 
Now are forgiven. 

 
3 Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, 

Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 
To all the world go out and tell the story 
Of Jesus’ glory. 

 
4 Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. 

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 
His new creation. 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005811 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 16:11b 

P  In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
  at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

C  I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up 
  and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 

P  O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 
  and you have healed me. 

C  O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 
you restored me to life from among those who go down 
to the pit. 

P  Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 
and give thanks to his holy name. 

C  For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a 
lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes 
with the morning. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood 
set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of 
all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the 
Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up 
the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from 
the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and 
eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
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reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

First Reading Acts 3:11–21 
 11While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter 
and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called 
Solomon’s, astounded. 12And when Peter saw it he addressed 
the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do 
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have 
made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant 
Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of 
Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14But you denied the 
Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be 
granted to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God 
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And his 
name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom 
you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given 
the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 
 17“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as 
did also your rulers. 18But what God foretold by the mouth of all 
the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 
19Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted 
out, 20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 
the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, 
Jesus, 21whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring 
all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy 
prophets long ago.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 John 3:1–7 
 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why 
the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, 
we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like 
him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
 4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in 
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him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 24:36–49 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood 
among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37But they were 
startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And he 
said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in 
your hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. 
Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones 
as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for 
joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he 
took it and ate before them. 
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in 
the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the 
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
483 With High Delight Let Us Unite 

1 With high delight 
Let us unite 
In songs of great jubilation. 
Ye pure in heart, 
All bear your part, 
Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 
To set us free 
Forever, He 
Is ris’n and sends 
To all earth’s ends 
Good news to save ev’ry nation. 

 
2 True God, He first 

From death has burst 
Forth into life, all subduing. 
His enemy 
Doth vanquished lie; 
His death has been death’s undoing. 
“And yours shall be 
Like victory 
O’er death and grave,” 
Saith He, who gave 
His life for us, life renewing. 

 
3 Let praises ring; 

Give thanks, and bring 
To Christ our Lord adoration. 
His honor speed 
By word and deed 
To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 
So shall His love 
Give us above, 
From misery 
And death set free, 
All joy and full consolation. 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005811 
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Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 & 8:00) 

 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
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Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound 
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying 
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary 
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
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give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant 
us peace. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the 
service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in 
doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline 
in another congregation. 
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Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those 
who need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when 
he approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, 
highly diluted wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the 
cup of water). Please tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. 
 
Distribution Hymns 

 
633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His piercèd side. 
Alleluia! 
 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 
Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
Alleluia! 

 
3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go 
Through the wave that drowns the foe. 
Alleluia! 

 
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love 
Eat we manna from above. 
Alleluia! 

 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
Alleluia! 
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7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
Alleluia! 

 
Stand 
 

 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
Alleluia! 

Text: Public domain 

 
482 This Joyful Eastertide 

1 This joyful Eastertide 
Away with sin and sorrow! 
My love, the Crucified, 
Has sprung to life this morrow: Refrain 

 
ref Had Christ, who once was slain, 

Not burst His three-day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain: 
But now has Christ arisen, 
arisen, arisen; 
But now has Christ arisen! 

 
2 Death’s flood has lost its chill 

Since Jesus crossed the river; 
Lover of souls, from ill 
My passing soul deliver: Refrain 
 

3 My flesh in hope shall rest 
And for a season slumber 
Till trump from east to west 
Shall wake the dead in number: Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
640 Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior 

1 Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, Thee, 
Who in Thy Sacrament art pleased to be; 
Both flesh and spirit in Thy presence fail, 
Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail. 
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2 In this memorial of Thy death, O Lord, 
Thou dost Thy body and Thy blood afford: 
Oh, may our souls forever feed on Thee, 
And Thou, O Christ, forever precious be. 

 
3 Thou, like the pelican to feed her brood, 

Didst pierce Thyself to give us living food; 
Thy blood, O Lord, one drop has pow’r to win 
Forgiveness for our world and all its sin. 

 
4 Fountain of goodness, Jesus, Lord and God: 

Cleanse us, unclean, with Thy most cleansing blood; 
Increase our faith and love, that we may know 
The hope and peace which from Thy presence flow. 

 
5 O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see, 

May what we thirst for soon our portion be: 
To gaze on Thee unveiled and see Thy face, 
The vision of Thy glory, and Thy grace. 
Amen. 

Text (sts. 1, 4–5): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110005811 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what 
He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His 
name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in 
joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 
1 Spread the reign of God the Lord, 

Spoken, written, mighty Word; 
Ev’rywhere His creatures call 
To His heav’nly banquet hall. 

 
2 Tell how God the Father’s will 

Made the world, upholds it still, 
How His own dear Son He gave 
Us from sin and death to save. 

 
3 Tell of our Redeemer’s grace, 

Who, to save our human race 
And to pay rebellion’s price, 
Gave Himself as sacrifice. 

 
4 Tell of God the Spirit giv’n 

Now to guide us on to heav’n, 
Strong and holy, just and true, 
Working both to will and do. 

 
5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 
For the work there is to do! 

 
6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 

Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
 



 

15 

 

ASSISTING AT WORSHIP 
 
Preacher    Rev. Patrick Niles 
Presiding Minister  Rev. Jeremy Hanson 
Guest Preacher  Rev. Nathan Meador (5:30) 
      
Organist   Susan Wachter 
 
Lay Readers   Barb Nitsch (5:30) 
    Pat Vanic (8:00) 
    David Ames (10:30) 
    Randy Holler (6:00) 
 
Communion Assistants          

Pete Nikisch & Mark Cyr (5:30) 
    Pat Vanic (8:00) 
    David Ames (10:30) 
    Randy Holler (6:00) 
 
Student Assistants 
   (A) Anthony Grazzini Nack (5:30) 
   (U) Callie Suprick (5:30) 
   (A) Maizy Boerger & Graysen Seyferth (8:00) 
   (U) McCoy Michael & Nate Vanic (8:00) 
   (A) Lauren Cyr & Lucy Lemus (10:30) 
   (U) Emerson Leibham & Leon Wenzel (10:30) 
 
 
 
The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the 
students entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students 
and families to your prayer list. 
 
April Prayers 
 

Week of April 1st   

• Gabriel Zuniga 

• Nate Vanic 

• Elias Robledo 
 
Week of April 8th  

• Luciana & Vincent Lemus 

• Skye Verstegen 

• Brixton Roeh 
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Week of April 15th  

• Alaina Lindsay 

• Loraina Violetta 

• Lark & Abram Roerdink 
 
Week of April 22nd  

• Isaiah, Addyson, Emma & Nora Niles 

• Faith & Piper Payne 

• Ziva Payne 
 
Week of April 29th  

• Emerson Powell 

• Theodore Radloff 
 


